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P R E F A C E  

Each y e a r  s t u d e n t s  I n  t h o  H l s t o r y  l I S  C l a s s  a r e  asked I n  

F i r s t  Term t o  r e s e a r c h  a pape r  o n  some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

A u s t r a l  1 a  b e f o r e  F e d e r a t  I o n  t h a t  I n t e r e s t s  them, b a s l n g  t h e t r  

work, wherever  possible, on p r l m a r y  sources .  Some o f  t h e s e  pape rs  

r e a c h  h l g h  s tanda rds ,  and n o t  l n f r e q u o n t l y  make o r l g l n a l  

c o n t r l b u t l o n s  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  h l s t o r y ,  e s p e c l a l  l y  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  h l s t o r y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

T h l s  c o t  l e c t l o n  o f  f l v e  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  t h l s  y e a r  

has been assembled t o  make t h e  f r u l t s  o f  some o f  t h l s  r e s e a r c h  

a v a l  l a b l e  t o  o t h e r s ,  and a t  t h e  same t l m e  t o  show s t u d e n t s  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  o f  work t h a t  can  be achieved. These essays  a r e  n o t  

n e c e s s a r l l y  t h o  b e s t  essays ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  good ones  and a r e  

technical l y  we1 l p r e s e n t o d .  They have been chosen,  however, more 

t o  demons t ra te  t h e  v a r l e t y  o f  I s s u e s  t h a t  I n t e r e s t  s t u d e n t s :  

l o c a l  as  w e l l  a s  n a t l o n a l ;  f ema le  a s  w e l l  a s  male;  b l a c k  a s  wet l 

and w h l t o .  

Thsy d l s p l a y  a  s o l l d  background and p r o v l d e  an i n s f g h t  i n t o  

s e v e r a l  themes deve loped d u r l n g  t h e  F l r s t  Term. I n  t h l s  way t h e y  

constitute a  u s e f u l  supp lement  t o  t h o  c o u r s e  and s h o u l d  p r o v o  

I n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d l n g .  

I t  I s  hoped t h a t  t h l s  p r o J e c t  w l l l  c o n t l n u e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  yea r  

b o t h  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  and o r l g l n a l  l t y  and t o  s l o w l y  b u l  I d  up 

a body o f  m a t e r l a l  t o  w h l c h  l a t e r  s t u d e n t s  can r e f e r .  

Caro  l ~ a c k h l  

P e t e r  Hempensta l l 
Noel R u t h e r f o r d  



RACE AGAINST TIME 

b y  C h r l s t l n e  M l s k o  

Ear1.y u n f a v o u r a b l e  d e s c r l p t l o n s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r l g l n e s  
t e n d e d  t o  shape t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  I n d i f f e r e n c e  w h l c h  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  
r e c o r d i n g  o f  v a l u a b l e  objective d a t a  o f  t h e  nomad lc  e x p e r i e n c e .  
The  c h a n g e  I n  a t t l t u d e ,  concomitant w l  t h  1 n c r e a s . i n g  know1 edge, 
g e n e r a t e d  I n t e r e s t  and u l t l m a t e l y  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  e x l s t e n c e  o f  a  
c o m p l e x  a b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e .  The  r e a l  l s a t l o n  t h a t  t h e  A b o r l g l n e  
and h i s  way o f  I  I f e  p r e s e n t e d  v a s t  ~ o p p o r t u n l t l e s  f o r  extensive 
r e s e a r c h ,  and t h e  b e l l e f  i n  t h e  l n e v l t a b l e  e x t l n c t l o n  o f  t h l s  r a c e ,  
a c c e l e r a t e d  r e s e a r c h  I n  o r d e r  t o  e x t r a c t  a s  m u c h  l n f o r m a t l o n  a s  
p o s s l b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  
e a r t h .  A l  t h o u g h  ' t h e  T y r a n n y  o f  D l  s t a n c e t  p r e v e n t s  a n  a c c u r a t e  

. . 
r a c o n s t r u c t l o n  o f  t h e  -past ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o - o p e r a t l v e  I n t e r -  i 
d i s c l p l  l n a r y  a p p r o a c h  I s  y l e l d l n g  v a l u a b l e  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
A u s t r a l l a n  nomad. S p e c l f l c a l l y ,  genetic d l s t a n c e  d a t a  I s  b e l n g  
c o r r e . L a t e d  w l t h  g e o g r a p h i c  and l l n g u l s t l c  distances t o  shed new 
l i g h t  on  t h e  o r i g i n s ,  r a c i a l  a f f l n i t l e s  and m l g r a t l o n  p a t t e r n s  
o f  t h e  A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r l g l n e s .  

When t h e  A u s t r a l l a n  A b o t l g i n e s  witnessed t h e  a r r l v a l  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  F l e e t  I n  1788 and  s u b s e q u e n t  e s t a b l  l s h m e n t  o f  t h e  f l r s t  
Eu ropean  c o l o n y  I n  A u s t r a l l a ,  I  l t t l e  d l d  t h e y  r e a l l s e  t h a t  t h e y  
wou ld  become s u b j e c t s  f o r  l l v e l y  d e b a t e  and r e s e a r c h  I n  t h e  t l m e  
t o  f o l l o w .  N o r  d i d  t h e y  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  t h e l r  'D reamt1met  p h l l o s o p h y  
w o u l d  be matched  b y  a  n i g h t m a r e  r e a l l t y  I n  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
F o r  t h e  w h l t e  man p r o c e e d e d  t o  u s u r p  a b o r l g l n a l  t r l b a l  territory 
w h l c h  was n o t  o n l y  an e c o n o m l c  n e c e s s l t y  f o r  t h e  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s ,  
b u t  a l s o  a  s p l r l t u a l  n e c e s s i t y .  D e p r l v a t l o n  o f  t h e l r  a n c l e n t  l a n d s  
wh l c h  h a r b o u r e d  t h e  l m m o r t a  l w o r k s  o f  t h e  I r sp 1 r l t u a  l a n c e s t o r s  
meant  spiritual a n n l h l l a t l o n  f o r  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  a s  t h e  l l n k  w l t h  
t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  s p l r l t s ,  t h e l r  ' D r o a m t l m e q ,  I n  w h l c h  l a y  t h e l r  
o r i g l n s  and r a i s o n  d t e t r e ,  was s e v e r e d .  A n a t i v e  s a y l n g ,  . 
p a r a p h r a s e d ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  be1 l e f  t h a t  "He who l o s e s  h l s  d r e a m l n g  
i s  l o s t ' ; .  ( I  1 Because o f  t h e  absence  o f  a  v i s l b l e  i I n k  w l t h  t h e  
l a n d ,  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were  unaware  o f  a n y  terrestrial r e l a t  i o n s h l p s  
and assumed t h a t  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  c o u l d  move e l  sewhere .  C e r t a l n  l y ,  
t h e  A b o r i g l n e s  were  n o t  c o n s u l t e d  a b o u t  t h e  d l s t r l b u t l o n  o f  
Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t .  Indeed,  t h e y  were  n o t  e v e n  I n f o r m e d  t h a t  
A u s t r a l  l a  I n  I t s  e n t l r e t y  was appropriated I n  t h e  name o f  
K i n g  George I  I  I .  Some o f  t h e  sentiments f e l t  b y  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  
a s  t h e y  e v e n t u a l  l y  comprehended t ,he  f u  l l I m p a c t  o f  t h e  w h l t e  man 's  
a r r i v a l  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  I n  t h e  f o l  l o w l n g  v e r s e s  o f  a  t r l b a l  l a n d  
r l g h t s  song:  

"The o n l y  t h l n g  t h a t ' s  w rong  my boy 
I  s  t h a t  we were  n e v e r  t o 1  d  
T h a t  t h l s  a p p l l e d  t o  t h e  t r l b a l  l a n d  
T h a t  we were  p  l edged t o  h o l  d.  

I f  G o v e r n o r  Ph1 l l l p  l a n d e d  h e r e  
And t r l e d  t o  t a k e  Y l r r k a l a  
I t  w o u l d n ' t  have  t a k e n  u s  v e r y  l o n g  

To f i x  t h c t  E n g l l s h  f e l l a t ' .  (2) 

t h e y  were  y e t  t o  become ' t h e  m l s e r a b l e s t  c r e a t u r e s  o n  e a r t h ' .  

The p l e t h o r a  o f  e a r l y  u n f a v o u r a b l e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  
was a  d l r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  p r e v a l l l n g  a t t l t u d e s ,  be1 l e f s  and l a c k  o f  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  a p p r e c l a t l o n  o f  a  different way o f  I l f e .  



2 .  

, a s  a  s i g n  o f  c a n n i b a l  Ism. Absence o f  p e r m a n e n t  dwel  I l n g s  and p a u c i t y  
o f  m a t e r i a l  a c q u i s l t i o n s  was j u d g e d  a s  r e f  l e c t l n g  p o v e r t y .  The 
I c u i s l n e  based o n  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r  a c t i v l t l e s  was t h o u g h t  t o  be 
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a h a p h a z a r d ,  b r i n k - o f  - s t a r v a t t o n  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e  
A b o r i g i n e s r  essentials f o r  I i f e  d l d  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  w l t h  t h e  w h i t e  
man's v e r s i o n .  T h e s e  e a r l y  op l n l o n s  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  I n  s h a p i n g  
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  d a r k  I n h a b i t a n t s .  The I n l t l a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
p o l i c y ,  a l t h o u g h  w e l l - l n t e n t i o n e d ,  amounted t o  a n  l m p o s l t l o n  o f  

T h e  p i c t u r e  o f  an a l m l e s s ,  b a r b a r l c  w a n d e r e r  began t o  f a d e ,  
however,  w l , t h  l n c r e a s l  n g  know l e d g e  c o n c o m i t a n t  w i t h  a s s o c  l a t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  The a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  endowed a b o r l g i n a l  s o c i e t y  w l t h  
complexities w h i c h  I n  t u r n  g e n e r a t e d  I n t e r e s t  and  p r o v i d e d  

I o p p o r t u n l t y  f o r  s t u d i e s .  G r a d u a l  l y ,  It was r e a l  i s e d  t h a t  t h e  
A b o r i g i n e  p r e s e n t e d  a  u n l q u o  s l t u a t l o n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s t o n e  age  

I c u l t u r e  and. s t o n e  age man, w l t h  t h e  p o s s i b l  l l t y  o f  y l e l d l n g  v a l u a b l e  
i n s i g h t s  I n t o  g l o b a l  h l s t o r y .  T h e  o b s e r v e d  d e c l  l n e  I n  a b o r i g i n a l  
numbers  w h l c h  e a r l i e r  t e n d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  doomed r a c e  t h e o r y  and  
j u s t 1  f y  i n d i f f e r e n c e  and b r u t a l  l t y  now emphas lsed  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  r e s e a r c h  b e f o r e  t h i s  a n c l e n t  r a c e  v a n l s h e d  f r o m  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  

, e a r t h .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  A b o r l g l n e s  have  o u t l i v e d  t h e  doomsday p r e d i c t i o n s  
and c u r r e n t l y  number  a b o u t  45,000 f u l l - b 1 , o o d e d  A b o r i g l n e s ,  t h e  
r a c e  a g a i n s t  t l m c  i s  s t 1  I I r e l e v a n t  i f  one  I s  t o  o b t a l n  a  f i n a l  

I g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  nomad ic  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  it I s  s u p p l a n t e d .  I t  i s  
v i t a l  t o  r e c o r d  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  a b o r l g i n a l  l l f e  b e f o r e  

i t h e y  a r e  s u p e r i m p o s e d  by i n e v i t a b l e  changes .  The  vu  l n e r a b i  I i t y  
t o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and v a n d a l  i s m  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  s u c h  
a s  bone t o o l s ,  wooden s p e a r s ,  c a n o e  t r e e s ,  ceremonial s t o n e  

1 a r r a n g e m e n t s  and r o c k  a r t  g l v e s  added u r g e n c y  t o  t h i s  r a c e .  F l n d l n g  
and  p r e s e r v i n g  a b o r i g i n a l  s i t e s  w h l c h  a r e  a  u n l q u e  l e g a c y  o f  human 

difficulties I n  s t u d y l n g  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  a b o r i g i n a l  c l v l l t z a t l o n  w i t h  
i t s  l a c k  o f  monuments, tombs  and p a u c i t y  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

I p a r a p h e r n a l  i a  i s  o f f s e t  by t h e  p r i v i  l e g e d  o p p o r t u n  i t y  o f  b e l n g  a b l e  

u r g s n c y  o f  a c o r r o b o r e e .  The mu It1 - d l  s c l p  l l n a r y  a p p r o a c h  b y  
b i o l o g i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s i  g e o l o g i s t s ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  l l n g u l s t s  

( and e c o l o g i s t s  has i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  f r a m e w o r k  and t h e  

1 .  p r e s e n c e  o f  man i n  A u s t r a l  l a  a b o u t  30.0008P t e s t l f  l e d  b y  t h e  
r a d i o - c a r b o n  d a t e d  s l t e s  a t  K e l  l o r  31 .000  + 1 100 and a t  - 1300 / Koona lda  Cave 3 1 . 0 0 0  + - 1650 DP ( 4 )  I t I s  s t i l l  e q u i v o c a l  w h e t h e r  

t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  was o c c u p i e d  by  o n e  r a c i a l  t y p e  o r  by  a  d l v e r s l t y  
( o f  r a c i a l  t y p e s  c o n c u r r e n t l y  o r  s u c c e s s l v e l y .  , 

However classified r a c l a l  l y ,  t h e  A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r l g l n e  b e l o n g s  1 t o  t h e  s p e c i e s  Homo s a p l e n s  w h i c h  s h a r e d  a  common gene p o o l  a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  emergence o f  f u l l y  s a p i e n t  man f r o m  e a r l  l e r  



homonoids  some 100.000 t o  200 .000  y e a r s  ago.  ( 5 )  F r o m  t h l s  i n i t i a l  
common a n c e s t r y  an  enormous  v a r i e t y  o f  p h y s i c a  l ( a n d  c u l  t u r a l  1 
d l v e r s l t y  h a s  boen a c h l c v e d  o n  a n  i n d l v l d u a l ,  p o p u l a t i o n  and r a c i a l  
l e v e l .  T h i s  d i v o r s l t y  I s  o x p l a l n c d  I n  t e r m s  o f  t h o  e v o l u t i o n a r y  
p r o c o s s ,  b o t h  CIarwl n l  a n  a n d  n o n - D a r w i n i a n ,  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
mochan i  sms o f  a d a p t a t i o n ,  n a t u r a  l se t  o c t i o n ,  mod l f i c a t l o n  b y  
p r o g r o s s i  ve  and  n o n - p r o g r e s s  l v e  m u t a t i o n s ,  and b y  t h e  c h a n c e  c o m p o n e n t  
w i t h i n  e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  o f  random d r i f t  and  c h a n g e .  E a r l y  
a t t e m p t s  t o  c l a s s i f y  r a c i a l  a f f i n i t i e s  and  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  
A u s t r a l  1 an A b o r i  g i n e s  were  b a s e d  o n  o b s e r v a b l e  d l  f f e r e n c e s  and 
m o r p h o m e t r l c  s t u d i e s .  The o b s e r v a t l o n  o f  d l  f f e r e n c e  I n  p h y s l o g n o m y  
i n  l l v i n g  aboriginal p o p u l a t l o n s  p r o m p t e d  T l n d a l e  and B l r d s e l  1 
(1941 1 t o  u n d e r t a k e  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d i e s  w h l c h  r e s u l t e d  I n  t h e  t r l -  
h y b r i d  t h e o r y  o f  o r i a l n  b f  t h e  A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r i g i n e .  ( B l r d s e l  1 ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  
The  e a r l  l e s t  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  e n v i s a g e d  by B l r d s e l  l were  t h e  
O c e a n i c  N a g r l t o s ,  i d e n t i f i a b l e  w i t h  t h e  e x t i n c t  Tasman lans ,  
B a r r i n e a n s  o f  t h e  r a  i n - f o r e s t  I n  Queens1 and,  s o u t h - o a s t e r n  V l c t o r i a ,  
s o u t h - w e s t e r n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l  l a  and I n  t h e  Mel  v l  l l o  and B a t h u r s t  
l  s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  B l r d s e l  I t s  second m i g r a n t  
wave, t h e  M u r r a y  i a n s ,  who o c c u p  l e d  t h e  M u r r a y  R i v e r  b a s i n ,  were  
r c ~ a r d e d  a s  a  p r l m i t l v e  C a u c a s o i d  v a r i a n t .  The  t h i r d  m a j o r  r a c i a l  
e l e m e n t  t o  e n t e r  A u s t r a l  l a ,  t h o  C a r p e n t a r t a n s ,  were  seen a s  
V e d d o i d  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  I n d i a .  

A l t h o u g h  r e g i o n a l  d l v e r s l t y  i n  p h y s i c a l  a t t r i  b u t e s  e x i s t s  
be tween  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  A b o r l a i n e s ,  It i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t e r n a l l y  f r o m  a  u n i - r a c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o r  
r e s u l t e d  f r o m  h y b r i d i s a t i o n  o f  t w o  o r  more  d l s t l n c t  r a c e s .  
P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  u n i - r a c i a l  composition o f  t h e  A b o r i g i n e s  e x p l a l n  
t h e  v a r i a t l o n  b y  g e o g r a p h i c a l  i s o l a t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a d a p t a t l o n ,  
random d r i f t  and t h e  c h a n n e l  l n g  o f  gene f l o w  by  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  
r e g u l a t i n g  b r e e d i n g  h a b i t s  s u c h  a s  l a n g u a g e  b a r r l e r s .  Interestingly, 
A b b i e  ( 1 9 6 8 )  i n  s t u d y l n g  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  c r i t e r i a  o f  A b o r i g i n e s  i n  
S o u t h  A u s t r a  l l a ,  N o r t h e r n  T e r r l t o r y  a n d  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l  l a ,  h a s  
c o n f  i d e n t l  y  c o n c l  uded t h a t  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  s t a t 1  s t i c a l  a n a l  y s l s  
showed ' ' t h a t  t h e  A b o r i g i  n e s  u n d e r  s t u d y ,  w h e t h e r  considered by 
r e g i o n ,  o r  by  g r o u p  o r  a s  a  w h o l e ,  a r e  i n  f a c t  p h y s i c a l  l y  homogenous 
and t h o  s t a t i s t i c i a n  c o n s l d e r s  t h e  f i n d l n g  c o n c l u s i v e " .  I n  t r a c i n g  
t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e e  o f  t e n  p o p u l a t i o n s  l n c l u d l n g  t h e  A u s t r a l  I a n  
A b o r l g l n e s ,  C a v a I  I I - S f o r z a  ( 1  974 1 a s s e r t s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s ? i c s  s u c h  
a s  body  s l z e ,  f a c i a l  t r a i t s  a n d  s k l n  c o l o u r  a r e  6 u p e r f l c l a l  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t  a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  spec1  f i c  c l  i m a t l c  c o n d  i t  I o n s :  " t h e  i n t e r f a c e  
be tween  t h e  body  and  t h e  environment, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c l l m a t i c  
d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  I s  t h e  body  s u r f a c e " .  ( 6 )  

The r e c e n t  a p p l  i c a t  i o n  o f  g e n e t i c  a n a l y s i s  measur  l n g  gene 
f r e q u e n c l e s  a n d  v a r l a t i o n s  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  more r e f i n e d  m e t h o d  o f  
m e a s u r i n g  human d l v e r s l t y .  Some genetically o v e r t  t r a l t s  s u c h  a s  
s k i n  c o l o u r  a n d  s t a t u r e  a r e  s t r o n g l y  m o d u l a t e d  b y  v a r l a t l o n s  o f  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h e r e a s  many c r y p t i c  t r a i t s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  e x p r e s s e d  
by human b l o o d  s y s t e m s  a r e  f a r  i e s s  1 n f  i u e n c e d  by  e n v l  r o n m e n t a l  
v a r i a t i o n  and p r o v i d e  s u l t a b l e  m a r k e r s  t o  measure  t h e  h o m o g e n e i t y  
o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n .  Gene f r e q u e n c i e s  w h l c h  a r e  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  
f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  a i  l e l e s  c o n t r o l  l i n g  t h e  e x p r e s s l o n  o f  p h e n o t y p i c  
t r a i t s  s u c h  a s  b l o o d  g r o u p s ,  c a n  q u a n t i  f y  t h e  g e n e t l c  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  a b o r i g i n a l  p o p u l a t l o n s  and t h e r e b y  e s t a b l  i s h  r e g i o n a l  g e n e t l c  
distance. I n  f a c t ,  g e n e t i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  based  o n  a n a l y s e s  o f  
b l o o d  g r o u p s ,  serum p r o t e i n s ,  and  enzyme s y s t e m s  I s  c l e a r l y  
d e m o n s t r a b l e  among l i v l n g  p o p u l a t l o n s  o f  a b o r l g i n e s ,  v a r y i n g  
c o n s i d e r a b l  y  f r o m  l o c a l  i t y  t o  l o c a l  i t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I t  seems t h a t  
g e n e t  i c  d l  s t a n c o s  a r e  h i  g h l  y  c o r r e l  a t e d  w l  t h  g e o g r a p h  i c  d  1 s t a n c e ,  
a c c e e n t u a t e d  b y  sea b a r r i e r s  i n  t h o  c a s e  o f  i s l a n d  t r l  bes  i n h a b i t i n g  
Mel  v i  l l o  and B a t h u r s t  I s i a n d s .  M o r e o v e r ,  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
g e o g r a p h i c  s e p a r a t i o n  p r o d u c e s  b o t h  g e n e t i c  a n d  l i n g u i  s t i c  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  Though  t h e r e  i s  a  s l  i g h t l y  l o w e r  c o r r e l a t f o n  
be tween  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t a n c e  and l i n g u i s t i c  d i s t a n c e ,  a s  seen by  
t h e  l i n g u t s t i c  relationship be tween  t h e  A randa  I n  C e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a  
and t h e  M a l a g  o f  n o r t h - e a s t  Arnhem Land .  B o t h  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  Pama- 
Nyungan p h y l l  i c  f a m i l y  w h i c h  I s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  
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c u r r e n t  a b o r l g l n a l  populations c o u l d  have  a c c u m u l a t e d  w l t h l n  a  
homogeneous p o p u l a t l o n  b y  I n t e r n a l  m l g r a t 1 o n  o f  t h e  v a r I o u s  sub -  
populations, mutation, s e l  G c t l o n  and  g e n e t t c  d r l  f t  d u r I n g  
g e o g r a p h i c  I s o l a t l o n .  I t  I s  q u i t e  poss ' I  b l e  t h a t  a  homogeaeous 
p o p u l a t i o n  s u p p l a n t e d  e a r l  l e r  I n h a b l t a n t s  p r l o r  t o  A u s t r a l  l a ' s  
s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  New G u l n o a .  The l n t r o d u c t l o n  o f  f r e s h  genes  
by  o c c a s s l o n a l  c o n t a c t  t h r o u g h  T o r r e s  S t r a i t  o r  by  c a s u a l  v I s i t o r s  
I n  t h e  n o r t h  c a n n o t  be d i s c o u n t e d .  

P o s t - c o n t a c t  a b o r l g l n a  1 h l  s t o r y  may be summarl sed b y  
t w o  I I n e s :  6 

" 1  c o u l d  t e l  1 you  o f  h e a r t b r e a k ,  h a t r e d ,  b l  I n d ,  
I c o u l d  t e l  I "  y o u  o f  c r i m e s  t h a t  shame m a n k i n d " .  ( 1 0 )  

The p r e - c o n t a c t  a s s e s s m e n t  I s  more compl  l c a t e d .  F o r  a  
d e t a l  l e d  r e c o n s t r u c t l o n  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  It I s  I m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s I d e r  
and I n t e g r a t e  m u l t l - d l s c l p l  l n a r y  d a t a .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  w i t h  t h e  
c u r r e n t  co-operative m u l t i - d I s c 1 p l  I n a r y  a p p r o a c h  e l  l c l t i n g  
I n f o r m a t l o n  a b o u t .  t h e  nomad I s  occupation o f  A u s t r a l  I a ,  t h e r e  I s  
a g r e a t e r  c h a n c e  t o  s u c c e e d  I n  t h e  r a c e  a g a i n s t  t l m e .  

FOOTNOTES 

( I  1 B .Harney,  Songs o f  t h e  Songman, Adelaide, 1968, p . 1 .  
( 2 )  S . H a r r l s ,  T h i s  I s  o u r  Land,  C a n b e r r a ,  1972, p . 9 ;  
3 L .L ippmann,  To A c h l e v e  o u r  C o u n t r y ,  M e l b o u r n e ,  1970,  p.6.  
( 4 )  V.R.Kabo, ~ r p a l a  I s t o r I I a  A b o r l g e n o v  

A v s t r a l  1 1 ,  Moscow, 1 9 6 9 ,  p .399 .  
( 5 )  R . L . K l r k ,  G e n o t l c  D l v e r s l t y  among A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r I g l n e s ,  

C a n b e r r a ,  1915, p .  1 .  
( 6 )  L.L.  C a v a l  I  I - S f o r z a ,  ' 'The Genetics o f  Human Populations", 

S c i e n t l f  l c  A m s r l c a n ,  Sep tember  1974, p . 8 7 .  
( 7 )  R . L . K l r k ,  o p . c l t . ,  p .81 .  
( 8 )  R.T.Slmmons, B l o o d  Group  G e n e t I c  S t u d i e s  I n  t h e  Cape Y o r k  

Area,  C a n b e r r a ,  1 9 9  - 
(9) J . B . B i r d s e l 1 ,  " P r e l i m i n a r y  D a t a  o n  t h e  T r i h y b r l d  O r l g l n  o f  t h o  

A u s t r a l  I a n  A b o r l g l n o s " ,  O c e a n i c ,  1968, p .124 .  
( 1 0 )  W.McNal ly ,  Goodbye D r e a m t l m e ,  A u s t r a l  l a ,  1973, p r o l o g u e .  

0 l BL IOGRAPHY 

Benven l  s te,R.E.  8 Todaro ,G.J . ,  ' a E v o l u t i o n  o f  T y p e  C  V l r a l  Genes: 
E v i d e n c e  f o r  a n  A s l a n  O r l g l n  o f  Man", N a t u r e ,  
261,  101, 1976.  

R i r d s e l  1 ,J .B., " P r c l  l m l n a r y  D a t a  on  t h e  T r l  h y b r i d  O r l g l n  o f  t h e  
A u s t r a l  I a n  Aborigines':, A r c h a e o l o g y  and P h y s l c a  l 

F l c l  d w o r k  C o n d u c t e d  S i n c e  1 9305; ,  
C u r r e n t  A n t h r o p c l o g y ,  1 1  ( 2 ) :  115, 1970.  

B l a i n e y , G . ,  T r i u m p h  o f  t h e  Homads, M e l b o u r n e ,  1975.  
B u r r i d g e , K . ,  E n c o u n t e r i n g  Abor  l g l n e s ,  A Case S t u d y :  A n t h r o p o l o g y  

and  t h a  A u s t r a l I a n  A b o r l g l n a l ,  New Y o r k ,  1973.  
Cava l  1 I - S f o r z a , L . L . ,  "The G o n e t l c s  o f  Human P o p u l a t l o n s ' ~ ,  

S c l c n t i f  l c  A m e r i c a n ,  231:  81 ,  1974.  
Harney,E.  & E l  k ln ,A.P. ,  Songs o f  t h e  Songmon, Adelaide, 1968. 
H a r r i s , S . ,  T h i s  1s  o u r  Land,  C a n b e r r a ,  1 9 / 2 .  
H l l l la rd , ! f l ! .M. ,  Tho  P e o p l e  I n  Between,  London,  1968.  
Kabo,V.R., P r o l s s k h o z h d e n i e  I R a n n l a l a  I s t o r I I a  A b o r l g e n o v  

A v s t r a l  1 I ,  l z d a t e l  y s t v o  Nauka,  Moscow, 1969. 
K l r k , R . L . ,  ' G e n e t i c  E v i d e n c e  and I t s  I m p l l c a t I o n s  f o r  A b o r l g l n a l  

P r e h i s t o r y ,  I n  M u l v a n e y  and G o l s o n ,  A b o r l g l n a l  Man and  
E n v l r o n m a n t  I n  A u s t r a l  l a ,  C a n b e r r a ,  1971. 






